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In Christian lore, Jo-
seph and Mary left their
home in Nazareth to go to
Bethlehem to be taxed by
the Roman emperor, Ce-
sar Augustus, who had
issued a decree that “all
the world be taxed.” Eve-
ryone went to his ances-
tral city for this taxation.

Joseph was of the
house and lineage of
David, and Bethlehem was
known as the city of
David.

Mary was pregnant at
the time, and it came to
pass that Bethlehem was
the city in which Jesus
was born.

Today Bethlehem is yet
another strife torn place in
the Middle East, caught
up in the tragic divisions

of that region.

Our speaker this
month, Brother Ronald
Gallagher, President of St.
Mary’s College, will ad-
dress Christian-Islamic
relations in Bethlehem,
based on his experiences
as vice chancellor of Beth-
lehem University.

For four years Brother
Gallagher led this Catho-
lic university in conflict—
ridden Bethlehem where
he oversaw administra-
tion, development, finance
and academics.

By enlisting the help of
nations, groups, individu-
als, international aid
agencies, and the Vatican,
Brother Ronald was able
to raise funds for Bethle-
hem University to fulfill
its mission of bringing
education to the economi-
cally disadvantaged Pales-
tinian community.

Brother Ronald earned
his B.A. in English from
St. Mary’s College, his
M.A. in comparative lit-
erature from San Fran-
cisco State University,
and his Ph.D. in com-
parative literature from
the University of Wash-
ington. He is fluent in
French, German, Italian,

and Latin, and he has
some knowledge of Arabic,
Irish, and Spanish.

Before assuming the St.
Mary’s presidency in 2005,
Brother Ronald held sev-
eral key positions in the
college, including profes-
sor, Chair of the Depart-
ment of English and
Drama, and Assistant to
the President.

He served as Secretary
General of the Brothers of
Christian Schools in Rome,
where he organized the
43rd General Chapter, an
international assembly that
resulted in a seven-year
global strategic plan for
Lasallian educators.

One of Brother Ronald’s
passions is the history, cul-
ture, and literature of Ire-
land. He has led several
groups of students on tours
of that country.

He was born in Oak-
land, grew up in Santa
Cruz and Bakersfield and
joined the Christian Broth-
ers after graduating from
Mont LaSalle High School
in Napa.

A dinner reservation
form is included in this
Journal and must be
turned in by noon, Fri-

Special Event March 31 at 1:30 p.m.

John Clark from Americans for Immigration Control will be at Rossmoor on
March 31, 1:30 p.m. to show his new film “America: Rule of Law or Anarchy.”
This free program, co-sponsored by the Lamorinda Republican Women’s Feder-
ated, will be held in the Vista Room at Hillside. Refreshments will be served.




RCR JOURNAL

» A Bumper Crop of “Want To”

President Tom Fryer

May 9 is a red letter day for our club.
On that evening we will have Presiden-
tial Candidate Duncan Hunter live by
video hookup from Washington, D.C,
and in person we will have his son,
Duncan D. Hunter, two-tour combat
Marine veteran of the Iraq war.

Given the nature of the Presidential
sweepstakes at this point, one candidate
is almost as likely as another to claim
the prize. We have to remember no
farther back than 1980 when an un-
known Arkansas governor came from
nowhere (Nowhere was a better place
for him.) to win the crown.

With those facts as backdrop, it
seems to me that it might be useful to
look over the known Republican field to
get a sense of our prospects. The mate-
rial that follows comes from the on-line
encyclopedia, Wikipedia, as of March
18, 2007. Note that as fast as things are
moving, there could have been impor-
tant changes since then.

OFFICIAL CANDIDATES
Senator Sam Brownback
Born September 12, 1956, senior Sena-
tor from Kansas. Little known outside
Kansas, Brownback “is using a network
of social conservatives and Christian
activists to raise his profile.”
John Cox
Chicago CPA, investor, and past presi-
dent of the Cook County Republican
Party.
Rudy Giuliani
Born May 28, 1944, former mayor of
NYC. He is pro-choice and pro gay
rights, which could hurt him in the pri-
maries against strong pro life and anti
same-sex-marriage candidates such as
Brownback, Hunter, or Huckabee.
Early leader in nationwide polls.

Representative Duncan Hunter
Born May 31, 1948. U.S. Representa-
tive from California and former Chair-
man of the House Armed Services
Committee. Known for strong stance
against illegal immigration, support of
U.S. military, and opposition to free
trade agreements.

Senator John McCain
Senator from Arizona, born August 29,
1936 in the U.S. controlled Panama
Canal Zone. Bipartisan compromise on
judicial nominations and strong support
of campaign finance reform have drawn
the ire of some conservatives, yet he is a
social conservative on many issues and
is generally a traditional fiscal conser-
vative.
Representative Ron Paul
Born August 20, 1935, U.S. Representa-
tive from Texas. Opposed the Iraq war
from the beginning as well as the
“interventionist”™ nature of U.S. foreign
policy. Also opposed the Patriot Act.
Mitt Romney
Former Governor of Massachusetts,
born March 12, 1947. Personal fortune
estimated at $500 million. Highly suc-
cessful fundraiser.  Seems to have
changed positions toward being more
conservative as time has passed. Mem-
ber of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints.
POTENTIAL CANDIDATES WITH
EXPLORATORY COMMITTEES
Jim Gilmore
Former Governor of the State of Vir-
ginia. Gilmore has said that he repre-
sents “the Republican wing of the Re-
publican Party.”
Mike Huckabee
Born August 24, 1955 in Hope, Arkan-
sas. Former Governor of Arkansas.
Has made several trips to important
primary states.

Representative Tom Tancredo
Born December 20, 1945. U.S. Repre-
sentative from Colorado. Leading ad-
vocate for more restrictive immigration
policies. Considered a long shot by
some, he has polled favorably among
grassroots Republicans.

Tommy Thompson
Born November 19, 1941, former Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin and former Secre-
tary of Health and Human Services un-
der Bush 43. Recently announced inter-
est in the 2008 nomination and formed
an exploratory committee.

POTENTIAL CANDIDATES WITH-
OUT EXPLORATORY COMMIT-
TEES

Newt Gingrich
Born June 17, 1943, former Speaker of
the U.S. House of Representatives and
former U. S. Representative from Geor-
gia. Quoted by the AP as saying,
“Anything seems possible.”

Senator Chuck Hagel
Born October 4, 1946, US Senator from
Nebraska.  Has criticized President
Bush over the war. Like McCain,
Hagel is a Vietnam vet; conservative on
most issues.

George Pataki
Former Governor of New York. Did
not seek a fourth term in 2006. Not as
well known nationally as Giuliani; mod-
erate on some social issues.

Michael Savage
Pseudonym of Dr. Michael Alan
Weiner, born March 31, 1942, radio talk
show host of “The Savage Nation.”
Critical of early Republican frontrun-
ners.

Fred Thompson
Born August 19, 1942, former US Sena-
tor from Tennessee and actor. Thomp-
son says, “T think people are somewhat
disillusioned. . . .I think they’re looking
for something different.”

DECIDED NOT TO RUN (SO FAR)
George Allen, former Governor of Vir-
ginia and US Senator.

Jeb Bush, former Governor of Florida.
Vice President Dick Cheney

Bill Frist, former US Senator from Ten-
nessee and former Senate Majority
Leader.

Condoleezza Rice, currently Secretary
of State. There is a “Draft Condi”
movement that has raised significant
money.

Governor Mark Sanford of South
Carolina. Appears to be resisting all
efforts to draft him.

Rick Santorum former US Senator
from Pennsylvania.

Friends, as I said at the beginning, this
is the known field. Whew!







