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VETERANS DAY
“It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who died. Rather we should thank God that
such men lived.” General George S. Patton
This Saturday, November 11th is Veterans Day. The Republican Club of Rossmoor
wishes to express our heartfelt gratitude to all Veterans for your service to our country.
Our freedom and liberty is due to your sacrifices and to the men and women who have
fallen.
Originally, this national holiday was known as Armistice Day to recognize the cessation
of fighting of WW I on November 11th, 1918. This armistice went into effect on the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. The “war to end all wars” was
officially ended on June 28, 1919 with the Treaty of Versailles.
The following is the official communication from General John Pershing to the officers
and soldiers who brought an end to WW I. It is a tribute to the character of our military
forces that holds true today:

G. H. Q.
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES
France, Nov. 12, 1918
The enemy has capitulated. It is fitting that I address myself in thanks directly to the
officers and soldiers of the American Expeditionary Forces who by their heroic efforts
have made possible this glorious result. Our armies, hurriedly raised and hastily
trained, met a veteran enemy, and by courage, discipline and skill always defeated him.
Without complaint you have endured incessant toil, privation and danger. You have
seen many of your comrades make the
supreme sacrifice that freedom may live. I thank you for the patience and courage with
which you have endured. I congratulate you upon the splendid fruits of victory which
your heroism and the blood of our gallant dead are now presenting to our nation. Your
deeds will live forever on the most glorious pages of America’s history.

There remains now a harder task which will test your soldierly qualities to the utmost.
Succeed in this and little note will be taken and few praises will be sung; fail,and the
light of your glorious achievements of the past will sadly be dimmed. But you will not
fail.

Every natural tendency may urge towards relaxation in discipline, in conduct, in
appearance, in everything that marks the soldier. Yet you will remember that each
officer and each
soldier is the representative in Europe of his people and that his brilliant deeds of
yesterday permit no action of today to pass unnoticed by friend or by foe. You will meet
this test as gallantly as you have met the tests of the battlefleld.
Sustained by your high ideals and inspired by the heroic part you have played, you will
carry back to our people the proud consciousness of a new Americanism born of
sacrifice. Whether
you stand on hostile territory or on the friendly soil of France, you will so bear yourself in
discipline, appearance and respect for all civil rights that you will confirm for all time the
pride
and love which every American feels for your uniform and for you.
JOHN J. PEHSHING,
General, Commander in Chief.
So, this Saturday, thank a Veteran and celebrate their service.

