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The Constitution Under Siege

Copies of the Constitution will be distributed free to
all February 9 attendees
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America is built upon its Constitution.
Our February 9 speaker’s topic “The
Constitution Under Siege” is therefore
one of the most important topics our
club can address.

Mike Winther is the President of the
Institute for Principle Studies and sits
on the Board of Scholars at the Macki-
nac Center for Public Policy. He holds a
degree in political science from the Uni-
versity of Idaho. He leads tours of his-
torical places and events on the East
Coast where he teaches about the foun-
dations of America. As a frequent
speaker at conferences and conven-
tions, Mike teaches government, eco-
nomics, and history to audiences
throughout the country. Mike has writ-
ten numerous articles and essays and is
the author of a textbook on rhetoric and
academic debate.

Winther is a lifelong student of history
and government. He feels a burden to
teach the important principles of gov-
ernment and economics — principles
that were known by many of our found-
ing fathers, but unfortunately forgotten
as years passed. After graduating from
the University of Idaho, he worked as a
professional campaign consultant in
Washington and California. He is the
founder of the Institute for Principle
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As an added bonus, Vice President
Fran Cavenaugh has obtained copies of
the United States Constitution for each
attendee at the February 9 dinner meet-
ing.

A blue dinner reservation form for
February 9 is included in this issue of
the Republican. The form MUST be
returned by noon, Friday, February 4.
Reservation questions: 280-7280.

Renew by February 15 to have your name in the 2011 Club Directory
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A tip of the Republican homburg to our new/old gov-
ernor, Jerry Brown. As we had hoped, he has shown
a willingness, in the late Autumn of his years, to be-
gin crafting a legacy of competence in governance.
Specifically, he has moved with vigor to arrest the
downward spiral toward our state’s fiscal collapse.

And notice, please, that, unlike the Obama team, he
has not blamed our financial mess on the previous
Republican administration. He knows full well that
his party is largely to blame for the unsupportable
spending that has crippled our ability to provide es-
sential services. Thus it is that he has set priorities,
cut programs that are nice to have when times are
good, and taken on the special interests.

Ah, but he is also raising taxes and extending oth-
ers, which makes many Republicans go ballistic and
threaten to block his efforts. Raising taxes will cause
a further exodus from the state by businesses, of
course, and inhibit those that stay from hiring new
employees when our unemployment rate continues to
exceed that of the national average. But fecklessness
has a price and the piper must be paid.

Politics is the art of the possible, and compromises
must be made if it is to work properly. So Mr. Brown
did not take on the powerful prison guards union, one
of his backers. Nor did he further squeeze the busi-
ness community, provoking outcries from those
whose tiresome mantra is that “the rich must pay
their fair share.” But more, much more, needs to be
done.

Here is the Everest he must climb:

California has one of the highest income tax rates
in the nation and the highest corporation tax in
the West. Little wonder that businesses are bail-
ing for Nevada, Arizona and Texas. Meanwhile
2.3 million Californians are without jobs, for a
12.4% unemployment rate, one of the highest in
the nation.

Education and welfare programs make up about
72% of the budget, yet the vast majority of Cali-
fornians want to leave them alone, and some want
to increase spending on them.

Our sales tax is the nation’s highest, and our in-
come tax is the third highest. The Tax Founda-

tion’s “State Business Tax Climate Index” ranks
California 48th,

For those businesses seeking relocation on the

basis of 31 factors for job creation, California is
the very last place they would want to go. We
rank dead last.

Then there is the matter of public employee costs.
It is estimated that about 80 cents of every govern-
ment dollar goes for government employees’ pay and
benefits. Wouldn't it be nice to think that our public
servants would share the pain a bit? But no, at least
not thus far. While San Francisco is hardly the typi-
cal American city, it is spending $400 million a year
on public employees’ pensions, up from $175 million
in 2005. This last November the city’s citizenry voted
on Proposition B, which would have required city em-
ployees to contribute up to 10% of their salaries to
their pension plans, and to pay half the health-care
premiums of their dependents. Fair’s fair, wouldn’t
you say? After all, a typical city resident pays $953 a
month for health care, while the typical city employee
pays less than $10. The city’s workers cried “foul”
and Proposition B went down to defeat.

Here’s what we Republicans can do to help the gov-
ernor. First, encourage him to enlist his fellow De-
mocrats in the state legislature to force public em-
ployees to pay a much larger share of their health and
retirement benefits, just as federal workers do. Sec-
ond, encourage him to work for the repeal of Proposi-
tion 13, an initiative that seemed a good idea at the
time but has outlived in usefulness, except for com-
mercial properties that continue to receive huge bene-
fits. Prop. 13 is unfair to new homeowners, and pre-
vents municipalities and counties from raising suffi-
cient revenue to cover the costs of their schools and
services. In the past the state has helped them out,
but now the state is shifting back to those lower levels
of governance the responsibility to take care of their
own needs.

Finally, at least for now, the state’s marginal in-
come tax rates should be lowered and all should be
required to help pay for the benefits and services they
receive. By forcing everybody to have “a little skin in
the game,” those who currently pay no income taxes,
which is to say 50% of all Californians, will think
twice before voting for some new bauble to hang on
the Christmas tree. There should be no more free
lunches, or anything else for that matter.







