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òSeniors for a Government of Principle Above Politicsó 

Two years ago, singers 

from the San Ramon 
Valley High School sere-

naded the Republican 

Club of  Rossmoor at its  

annual Holiday Gala.  

They were a tremendous 

hit and return for what 

promises to be an even-

ing of outstanding enter-

tainment.  

   The group is widely 

known for its excellence 

in singing and high placement in festivals 

and competitions.  It was the first place 

winner of the Northern California Golden 

State Choral Competition in 2002 and 

2007 and a Gold Medalist for its perfor-

mance at the Sydney Opera House in 

Australia.  

 

  Touring is a major component of the 

curriculum at SRVHS and the choirs 

have traveled to numerous U.S. cities, 
including New York, Philadelphia, Atlan-

ta, Chicago, Anchorage, Salt Lake City 

and Dallas, as well as every major city in 

California, Oregon, Washington and Ari-

zona.  They have also traveled to Europe 

three times, and once to 

New Zealand and Australia, 

as mentioned above.  

   Choral Director Ken 

Abrams has been described 

as intense, demanding, and 
passionate.  Born and 

raised in the Bay Area, he 

is an honorõs graduate of 

California State University, 

Hayward, where he ma-

jored in vocal performance 

and received a Masterõs 

Degree in choral conduct-

ing from the University of Illinois.  He has 

been the choral director at San  Ramon 

Valley High School since 1984.  Mr. 

Abrams was selected as òTeacher Of The 

Yearó in 2006 by the Chamber of Com-

merce.  He was also awarded the 
òTeacher of the Yearó for the San Ramon 

Valley Unified School District in 1996 and 

for San Ramon Valley High School in 

2002.  

   A blue  dinner reservation form for 

December 12 is included in this issue 

of the Republican .  The form MUST be 

returned by noon, Fri., December 7. 

Reservation questions:   937 -0125  

Back by Popular Demand:  
San Ramon Valley High School 

A Capella Choir  

RCR  
Dues Renewal  

See Yellow  
Insert  

In accordance with the Clubõs By-Laws, the Nominating Committee will make its re-

port to the membership at the December 12 meeting.  Officers for 2013 will be elect-

ed at that time and will assume office in January.  The slate of nominated officers is 

as follows:  Mary Hufford, President; Pam Parsons, Vice President; Barbara Wyant, 

Secretary; Bud Lake, Treasurer.  Additional nominations may be made from the 

floor, but approval from the nominee must be secured in advance of the meeting.  

   The Nominating Committee was approved by the President and Board of Directors 

and consisted of Carol Worthington (Chair), Bunny Cavagnaro, Tom Fryer, Kathleen 

Moschel and Steve Murphy.  

Club to Elect Officers at December 12 Meeting  
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Well, it's over. And it was ugly. Our candidate Mitt 

Romney got only 38% of the electoral votes. The popular 
vote was not that bad. Our guy got 47.9% of the vote 

compared to the president's 50.5% ---- a difference of on-

ly 2.6%. So in terms of the popular vote, it was close. 

But close doesn't count.  

 

   We've lost the presidential race before. And ever since 

the Eisenhower administration, we've always come back 

to retake the White House within either one or two elec-

tion cycles. So that alone is grounds for optimism.  

 

   However, in the future it might not be so easy for the 

pendulum to swing in our favor. As I see it, there are 

three systemic problems working against us.  

 
   1. There is a demographic shift at play. The electorate 

is becoming more weighted toward minorities, particu-

larly Hispanics. While Republican voters are historically 

older and whiter than the population at large, minorities 

historically tend to vote for Democrats. The demograph-

ic shift is exacerbated by the fact that Democrat policies 

aim to increase minority representation in the popula-

tion. If Republicans argue for border enforcement and 

voter identification, and against amnesty, they are easily 

labeled as anti -immigrant --- or worse.  

 

   2. Recent Democrat candidates are rock stars, while 

our candidates have not been strong on charisma. Com-

pare Bill Clinton and Barack Obama with the Bushes 
and Mitt Romney. Our candidates are competent, digni-

fied, presidential. Theirs are cool. They sing, they play 

the sax, they dance, they answer questions about their 

underpants. Obama's campaign actually ran a TV ad 

implying sex with him would be better.....you get the 

point. I'm not saying Romney was an inadequate or un-

worthy candidate. He is an intelligent, competent, and 

decent man who would have been a fine president. But 

he was running against an idol.  

 

   3. It's tough to run against Santa Claus. Our oppo-

nents run as a combination of St. Nick and Robin Hood. 

They promise the allure of boundless entitlements at the 
expense of the wealthy (who don't deserve to keep their 

earnings). And dependency is on the rise. For example, 

47 million Americans are now on food stamps, for which 

federal spending has doubled since Obama took office. 

Thus dependency is growing, and is very tough to re-

verse. Look, for example, at Europe's difficulties in try-

ing to cut back.  

 

   I am confident our Party leadership will move to ad-

dress these systemic problems. On the demographic 

front, we should have a Hispanic on our ticket who can 

cut deeply into the Democrats' advantage with this im-

portant and growing slice of the electorate. Nowhere is it 

written that we must present only charismatically -
challenged candidates. A Republican candidate can 

have star quality (as Arnold Schwarzenegger did) or, 

even better, be charismatic, substantive, and presiden-

tial --- like Ronald Reagan. The candidate with appeal to 

minorities, the charismatic candidate, is out there. Such 

a nominee will have a better chance than a more tradi-

tional nominee.  

 

   Now the Santa Claus gap is a tougher problem. If we 

get into a bidding war with Santa, we end up sacrificing 

our conservative principles. Worse yet, we join our op-

ponents in fostering government dependency and the 

growth of the welfare state. So this is a problem. How do 

we sell, to an ever more dependent population, the need 
to reverse that dependency. So far, we've been unable to 

solve this. Let's hope that before the next election cycle 

our leadership will have come up with the answer.  

A Post -Mortem  

...President Fran Cavenaugh  

Bainõs Retire ñ Need 
Replacement
That beautiful young couple you have been seeing at 

our dinner meetings in their colorful hats and smiling 
faces, Dick and Barbara Bain, who have been selling 

raffle tickets, have decided it is time for them to hang up 

their rolls of tickets.  Accordingly, the Club needs anoth-

er dynamic duo to perform this vital service.  The work 

is easy, fun and the ticketeers have the opportunity to 

meet and greet almost everyone at the monthly dinner 

meetings.  If you have an interest in performing this im-

portant duty for the Club, please contact Mary Hufford 

at 979 -9611 or Fran Cavenaugh at 945 -7211.  

Club Dues Now Due  

Republican Club membership has been growing steadi-

ly over the past months under Fran Cavenaughõs leader-
ship and now exceeds 400 members.  With the debacle 

on November 6,  an active Republican Club is needed 

more than ever.  Now is not the time to lose either faith 

or enthusiasm.  Fill out the enclosed yellow sheet and 

renew your membership today and pick up a member-

ship brochure from your dinner table Wednesday night 

and pass it along to a friend.  We hope weõre wrong, but 

weõre afraid things may get worse before they get better.  

Our presence is urgently needed.  
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CLUB LEADERSHIP  
 

Elected Officers  
Fran Cavenaugh, President,  

    945 -7211  

Mary Hufford,  Vice President,    

 979 -9611  

Barbara Wyant, Secretary,        
 934 -9749  

Bud Lake, Treasurer,  

    934 -2266  

Directors  

Tom Fryer, Editor Republican , 

 947 -5878  
Vickie Hipkiss, Webmaster, 

 933 -5512  

Mary Hufford, Ambassadors  

Jean Meredith, Programs, 

 932 -0719  

Devon Olson, Asst. Treasurer 
and Historian/By -Laws, 

 943 -7905  

Pam Parsons, Director at 

 Large, 831 -1808  

Kathy Poling, Issues Comm.,  
 472 -0222  

Bud Semrau, Publicity,  

 256 -4491  

Clair Weenig, Director at 

 Large, 287 -9795  

Carol Worthington, Member -
 ship, 256 -1313  

NEW MEMBERS  
Marilyn Allen  

Phyllis Christopher  

George Detre  

Margarita Fuentes  
Bill and Barbara  

Hammerback  

Betty Hinz  

Tom Kemp  

Enese Kohlhaas  

Eva Rigney  
Bernice Woodhead  

Dianne Woods  

A WARM REPUBLICAN 

Ambassadors , Tuesday, December 11, 11 AM,  
  Room 4, Creekside  

Dinner Meeting , Wednesday, December 12, 5:15 PM,  
  Fireside Room, Gateway  

Board Meeting , Monday, December 17, 1 PM,  
  Room 4, Creekside  

Issues Committee , In Recess  
Discussion Group, Tuesday, December 18, 2 PM,  

Garden Room, Dollar  

JOIN US!  

Simply call Carol Worthing-

ton at 256 -1313.  She will 
handle all of the steps needed 

to make you a full member of 

the Republican Club of 

Rossmoor. Annual dues are 

$15 per person;  

$25 per couple.  

 

Photos by 

Peggy Fryer  

Club Calendar  

November Dinner Photos  

 

Peter and Jean Meredith with New 
Member Enese Kohlhaas (Center)  Bob Lee  

Geri Lum, 
Guest  

New Member 
George Detre  

Ruth Peyton, Kathi Stidwell and Margaret Szmyd  

Jo Malenowski and 
Selma Soss  

Peggy OõConnor and 
Stephanie Siri  


