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“Seniors  for  a  Government  o f  Principle  Above  Poli t ics”  

   A blue dinner reservation form for 

April 10 is included in this issue of 

the Republican.  The form MUST be 

returned by noon, Friday, April 5. 

Reservation questions:   937-0125 

Iran Hostage Crisis Observer  

to Speak 

A number of things 

brought Jimmy Carter’s 
presidency down.  None 

was more important 

than the Iranian hostage 

crisis in which a revolu-

tionary rabble in Tehran 

stormed the U.S. Em-
bassy, taking 52 hostag-

es and holding them for 

more than a year while 

Carter mostly dithered. 

   Our speaker in April, 
whose seventh floor of-

fice across the street 

overlooked the Embassy 

compound, witnessed the take-over and 

himself made a narrow and harrowing 

escape from the Islamic revolutionary 
mob. 
   Franklin Burroughs was the Managing 

Director of the U.S. Chamber of Com-

merce and has served as a Consultant to 

the Ford Foundation, UNESCO, the U.S. 

Department of Commerce, and the gov-

ernment of Iran.  He serves as an interna-

tional consultant in education, middle 

east affairs and cultural diplomacy, and 

has taught at the University of California 
at Berkeley. 

   He has received numerous awards and 

certificates of recognition, including those 

from the Iranian Ministry of Court, as 

well as from the Califor-

nia Senate and Assem-

bly. 

   His writings have ap-

peared in numerous 

publications and his 
article entitled, “The US 

and Iran: A Look at US 

Foreign Policy Toward 

Iran” has been translat-

ed into Russian and 

published in the ILIN 
Journal.  Dr. Burroughs 

holds a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from Pepperdine 

College, a Master of 

Science from the Uni-

versity of Southern California and a Doc-

tor of Education from the University of 

California at Los Angeles.  He did post-

doctoral work in Islamic Studies at the 

Tehran University, Iran. 
   He has interacted extensively with citi-

zens of several Middle East countries and 

Asia.   

   He is a resident of Walnut Creek and 

will speak to us on matters relating to the 

United States and the Middle East. 

    

Dr. Franklin Burroughs 

      
We’re on the 

web! 

www.rossmoor-
republicans.us 

FYI 
“Last Call” at the 
hosted wine, beer 

and soft drink bar at 
RCR Dinners is  

6:00 PM. 

   On Tuesday, April 23, at 4 pm in Peacock Hall, we will show the 2004 ABC docu-

mentary “Ronald Reagan: An American Legend.”  We attempted to show this docu-
mentary on February 20, but had to cancel because of problems with the projection 

equipment.  Reagan was a prolific letter writer.  The first part of the documentary 

discusses some of his letters and the surrounding events.  It also provides insight 

into his relationship with Mikhail Gorbachev.  The second part is a moving look at 

his memorial and funeral.  Together, the two parts run about 86 minutes.  There are 

no language captions.  For additional information contact John Littig, 256-8558. 

Reagan Documentary to be Shown at Peacock 
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In his campaign to blame the Republicans for seques-

tration, President Obama has inadvertently encouraged 
us to think about the size, scope, and reach of the fed-

eral government.  Strangely, he and his sequestration 

may have actually done us a favor.  More on this later. 

    Sequestration is causing controversy and 

angst.  There are various issues. 

    First, there’s the paternity controversy.  During the 

debates, President Obama claimed sequestration was 

the offspring of Congress.  But Bob Woodward says that 

Obama has forgotten that he himself was the sire. 

    Then there’s the issue of how much damage is being 

caused by the spending “cuts.”  (Well, not cuts, exactly, 

but actually reductions in the rate of growth.)   Whatev-

er the impact, it’s clear the administration wants us to 

feel the pain.  For example, publicly releasing some 
2,000 incarcerated criminal illegal aliens certainly got 

the Nation’s  attention.  As did grounding the Blue An-

gels and cancelling White House tours (although these 

are conducted by unpaid volunteers).  So far, there’s 

been no word on cancelling the First Lady’s next multi-

million dollar vacation. 

    And finally, there’s the finger-pointing exer-

cise.  Obama claims Republicans are at fault because 

they will not agree to a “balanced” approach involving 

tax hikes.  Speaker Boehner says the President got his 

tax increases in January, and now it’s time for spending 

reductions.  

    Beyond this swirl of claims and counter-claims, 

there’s an underlying issue laid bare by the sequestra-
tion and the President’s statements predicting the dire 

consequences.  Let’s look at some of the governmental 

services he has told us will be adversely affected.  

    In his address to the White House press corps on 

February19, Obama outlined consequences of the se-

questration.  Military readiness would be jeopardized; 

FBI agents would be furloughed and federal prosecutors 

would have to release criminals; air traffic controllers 

and airport security would see cutbacks resulting in 

airport delays; Border Patrol activities would be re-

duced; and so on.  Whether they would be affected or 

not, those are certainly legitimate and worthy federal 

government responsibilities. 

    But Obama also cited other federal governmental ser-

vices which would be hurt.  For example, “teachers and 

educators will be laid off…parents will have to scramble 

to find childcare for their kids…thousands of Americans 

will lose access to primary care like flu vaccines and 
cancer screenings.”  And of course, “emergency re-

sponders like the ones who are here today”---referring to 

Obama’s backdrop of blue-suited first-responders, who 

would presumably be sidelined by the slowed rate of 

growth in federal spending.  

    Now all of this brings us (well, at least us Constitu-

tionalists) to a very important question.  And here’s 

where the President’s sequestration plan and his oratory 

have actually done us a favor.  He has inadvertently 

opened the door to this question:  Why is the federal 

government involved in these activities at all?  Aren’t 

education, fire-fighting, ambulance services, childcare, 

and so-on, the responsibility of local communities or of 

individual Americans themselves? 
    In response to the oil embargo and resulting gasoline 

crisis of the early 1970s, the federal government re-

quired a nationwide speed limit of 55 mph.  But it did 

not have jurisdiction to enforce this, and some States 

balked.  So the federal government threatened to with-

hold highway funds from the reluctant States if they did 

not comply.  The lesson here is that federal money 

makes local governments and citizens dependent and 

thereby gives the federal government more power. 

    But wait a minute.  Where does the federal govern-

ment get its money?  Some it borrows (that’s another 

problem), but most it gets from taxation.  So it takes our 

money and then enforces its will through the redistribu-

tion of what was ours in the first place. 
    So the sequestration provides an opportunity for us 

and our representatives to take a look at what the feder-

al government is involved in and ask:  Is this really 

something the federal government should be doing, or 

should it be up to States, local governments, and indi-

viduals?  It’s likely the answer, in many cases, would be 

that the federal government has no need or right to be 

involved. 

Sequestration’s Silver Lining 
 

...John Littig, Club Publicity Chair 

Bob Randall has agreed to lead the Discussion Group, which meets on the third Tuesday of each month from 2 to 

4 p.m. in the Garden Room at Dollar Clubhouse.  The purpose of the group is to share ideas about issues of im-
portance to Club members.  The group meets on a drop-in basis, and all are welcome.  The next meeting is at 2 

p.m. on Tuesday, April 16.  Call Bob at 937-2037 for more information. 

Randall to Lead Discussion Group 



PAGE 3  THE ROSSMOOR REPUBLICAN 

 
CLUB LEADERSHIP 

 
Elected Officers 

Mary Hufford,  President,    

 979-9611 
Pam Parsons, Vice President, 

 831-1808 

Secretary—Sally Nordwall, 

 938-7026 

Bud Lake, Treasurer,  
    934-2266 

Directors 

Fran Cavenaugh, Immed. Past 

 President, 945-7211 

Tom Fryer, Editor Republican, 

 947-5878 
Vickie Hipkiss, Webmaster, 

 933-5512 

Pam Parsons, Ambassadors 

Jean Meredith, Programs, 

 932-0719 

Devon Olson, Asst. Treasurer 
and Historian/By-Laws, 

 943-7905 

John Littig, Publicity,  

 256-8558 

Clair Weenig, Director at 
 Large, 287-9795 

Carol Worthington, Member-

 ship, 256-1313 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
 

Julia Ellard 
Joel and Linda  

Goldman 
Norma Heatley 

Joseph Kohen, Jr. 
Robert Randall 

 
 

A WARM REPUBLICAN 

CLUB WELCOME! 

Ambassadors, Tuesday, April 9, 11 AM,  Room 4, Creekside 
Dinner Meeting, Wednesday, April 10, 5:15 PM, Fireside Room, Gateway 

Board Meeting, Monday, April 15, 1 PM, Room 4, Creekside 
Discussion Group, Tuesday, April 16, 2 PM, Garden Room, Dollar 

Issues Committee, In Recess 

JOIN US! 

Simply call Carol Worthing-

ton at 256-1313.  She will 
handle all of the steps needed 

to make you a full member of 

the Republican Club of 

Rossmoor. Annual dues are 

$15 per person;  

$25 per couple. 

 

Photos by 

Peggy Fryer 

Club Calendar 

March Dinner Photos 

Thelma Olson  
entertained at the 

piano 

Bob McIvor 

Ed and Gayla Manning 

Maggie and Steve 
Kilmer served drinks 

Bob and Rita Mackay 



Gateway Complex Mail Box 

1001 Golden Rain Road 

Walnut Creek CA 94595 

THE ROSSMOOR REPUBLI CAN IS THE JOURNAL 

OF THE REPUBLICAN CLUB OF ROSSMOOR  

òSENIORS FOR A GOVERNMENT OF PRINCIPLE 

ABOVE POLITICSó 

 

APRIL DINNER MENU 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013, Fireside Room, Gateway 

5:15 pm Social Time, 6:00 pm Dinner 
THERE WILL BE A HOSTED WINE, BEER AND SOFT DRINK BAR UNTIL 6:00 pm 

 
Menu 

Tossed Garden Salad with Poppy Seed Dressing, Strawberries and Almonds 
Pork Tenderloin with Apple Chutney 

Vegetarian Option: Spinach and Ricotta Cannelloni 

Scalloped Potatoes and Asparagus 
Cornbread Muffins and Butter 

 

Chocolate Cake 
Decaf Coffee or Hot Tea 

 
Reservation deadline:  Noon, Friday, April 5 

Reservation questions:  Call 937-0125 

      
We’re on the 

web! 

www.rossmoor-
republicans.us 


